Mucins and carcinoid tumours.
Mucin was demonstrated in 11 of 16 carcinoid tumours of usual histological appearances. The mucin was characterized histochemically and shown to be similar to that which is produced in the gastrointestinal as well as the respiratory tract. This relative ubiquity of mucin in carinoid tumours has not hitherto been appreciated and more obviously "mixed" tumours have been regarded as rareties. The importance of these findings with respect to the neural crest theory of origin of enterochromaffin cells is discussed.